Imagine building a
mountain home

in Southern Oregon on the edge of an extinct
volcanic cinder cone with magnificent 360-
degree views and sweeping vistas of the
snowcapped Oregon Cascades. Sound dreamy?
Or like a logistical nightmare?

When a busy Seattle couple wanted to create
just such a mountain vacation home for their
family, they hired their very own dream team:
Dennis Marsh of AOME Architects in Seattle and
interior designer Pamela Pearce of Pamela
Pearce Design, LLC, in Bellevue, Washington,
with whom they had worked on previous
homes.

A close working relationship with the home-
owners enabled Marsh and Pearce to create a
true vacation home - one with low mainte-
nance, high comfort and plenty of durability -
utilizing architecture so indigenous to its
surroundings that it respects the origins of its
site rather than commanding it.

When the designers first flew to the mountain
location with the landowners, they considered
various sites on the property before settling
ultimately on a sunlit, southerly position.

“From the very beginning,” says Marsh, “we
knew we wanted walls of native masonry so that
the house would seem to emerge out of the
existing rim rock. We also knew the house needed
to be pushed to the edge of that rock in order
to make the best possible use of the site.”
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To determine the appropriate palette for the house, Marsh and Pearce
collected rocks, lichen, branches and vegetation from the site, “We pulled
the soft gray greens from the junipers and some of the deep mulberry from
the indigenous stone to use throughout the house,” explains Pearce.

Marsh, Will Beilharz and others at the design studio of AOME Architects
relied heavily on computer modeling to design a home that both takes
advantage of the spectacular views and provides a natural, warm environ-
ment that stimulates interaction between family and guests.

“When we looked at the views we wanted to achieve,” Marsh says, “we

knew we were going to have a house that was only one room deep and
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composed of two wings that would be angled to each other. Where
they formed an intersection would be the main entry.”

A set of massive, lodge-like wood doors mark the all-important
intersection that opens quite unexpectedly to more stone
outcroppings, durable copper gray slate flooring and a pair of glass
doors that grab the light reflecting off the far distant, snowcapped
Cascade Mountains. That intersection also posed one of the trickiest
challenges to AOME's design,

“I got a kick out of the way we finally decided to pull the plane of

the great room ceiling into the entry and express it with the same






